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October 9th, 2019 
 
Dear Chorus Members, 
 
It's with great anticipation and excitement that I welcome you once again to "Sing a joyful noise 
unto the Lord," in a most respectful way!  
 
Last year we continued to build upon our new and rewarding journey. I am very proud of our 
growth as an ensemble and the refinement we’re making on our “re-visioned” Messiah. If you 
were part of the experience you know what I’m talking about. If you missed it, just ask someone 
who was there and they will fill you in on the joy we experienced preparing and performing 
Messiah. 
 
There have been some exciting new developments for the group over the past several months. 
First and foremost, we are officially an independent non-profit organization. We are now 
Incorporated and have a Board of Directors led by our president Donna Mitchell. Michigan City 
Messiah, Inc. is our official name and the name to whom you will make your checks out in the 
future. 
 
Along with all those state and federal filings, I’m elated to announce we have received our first 
IAC (Indiana Arts Council) grant! The funds will help support our 2nd performance of Messiah and 
our NEW Spring Concert. We have other pending grant requests in the wings. 
 
Please mark your calendar!  The new performance schedule will be: 
Saturday, December 21  10:30AM Dress Rehearsal 
Saturday, December 21 7:00 PM Concert 
Sunday, December 22 3:00 PM Concert 
 
Chorus rehearsals begin on Thursday, November 7th so please reserve that date and the 
subsequent Thursdays (except Thanksgiving) for Messiah rehearsals.  Rehearsals begin at 
7:30pm and are located in the Undercroft of First Presbyterian Church. Be sure to let Donna 
Mitchell (dmm8635@mac.com) know of your intent to sing with us so we can reserve a place for 
you. 
 
I hope you can join us for both concerts and this fantastic opportunity to share our amazing gift 
to a larger audience.  The need and desire of the community to have additional performance 
opportunities of Messiah is very clear to our board.  There is a renewed sense of purpose for all 
of us associated with the Messiah organization as we take on a larger role in the regional 
musical community and become the recipient of local, state and federal funding.  
 
I continue to be significantly rewarded by working on this masterpiece and I want you to be a 
part of that experience.  As my relationship of the chorus grows, I’m motivated to find more 
opportunities for us to make music together. To that end, we will have a concert in late spring of 
2020.  I will send out a separate correspondence regarding that very soon.  

 
- OVER - 
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"for unto us a Child is Born”  

 
I have assembled a superb quartet of soloists. Chicago soprano Kim Jones will be rejoining us 
this year. As many will recall, Kim has been a Michigan City favorite for years with her long 
association with the Michigan City Chamber Music Festival and Messiah. Baritone Bill McMurray 
will be making his debut with us although he is no stranger to singing Messiah. To learn more 
about Bill, visit www.BillMcMurray.org . Returning to us this season will be tenor Matt Daniel and 
mezzo soprano Kristin Gornstein. 
 
We are always looking for new singers too! Feel free to invite a friend to sing Messiah with us. 
There is a signup button on the home page of our website for those interested in joining. If you 
would like to get a head start on the music you can go to our website 
http://www.mcmessiah.com/audio and listen to the chorus selections from previous 
performances and refresh your memory. 
 
Please consider joining us again this year as we continue on our journey exploring this great 
music. We have begun to create our own history and stories for year 55 and beyond. Won't you 
be a part of the next generation who claims with unabashed joy and in one harmonious voice, 
"Glory to God in the Highest"?  
 
Musically yours, 
 

 
Philip J. Bauman 


