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The Messiah Orchestra performs under Conductor Philip J. Bauman in Michigan City's First Presbyterian Church during the 2018
concert.

'Messiah' to be given two
performances - Dec. 21 & 22

MICHIGAN CITY —
The 55th annual Messiah
presentation will be pre
sented Dec. 21 at 7 p.m.
and Dec. 23 at 3 p.m. in the
First Presbyterian Church
in Michigan City, located
at 9th and Washington
streets.
The performance will be
conducted by Music Direc
tor/Conduc
tor Philip
Bauman,
who is enter
ing his fifth
year at helm
of this annu
al tradition.
BAUMAN
There will
be a preview
performance opportunity
at the dress rehearsal
Dec. 21 at 10:30 a.m. at
the Presbyterian Church.
This performance is open
to the public. Free tickets
are required for all events
and are available at the
church office or online at
www.MCMessiah.com.
There are a limited num
ber of tickets available on a
first come, first served ba
sis. Tickets will be held in
Will Call unless picked up
at the church prior to the
event. A free will offering
will be taken at all events
to help defray expenses. It
is expected that the Sun
day performance will be
sold out so order your tick
ets soon.
Maestro Bauman, noted,
"We've had a series of spec
tacular performances over
the past four years. Those
performances along with
the groundswell of support
and enthusiasm for the or
ganization have brought
significant changes to our
program. We are now reg
istered as a NFP corpora
tion in the state of Indiana
and have obtained our
own 501(c)(3) status with
the IRS. We are officially
known as Michigan City
Messiah, Inc."
The newly formed board
of directors is being led by
Board President Donna
M. Mitchell. Other board
members include vice
president Don Nagdeman; treasurer Bonnie
Ziesmer; secretary How
ard Brenneman; and Stan
Holdcraft, Krystal Levi,
Evelyn Slavey, Marilyn
Cook and Nic Orbovich.
Michigan City Messiah
has already received its
first Indiana Arts Com
mission grant and is look
ing forward to growing its
programming in the next
several months.
"Our performance last
year was a deeply moving
experience for all of us,
soloists, chorus, orchestra
and audience," said board
president Donna M. Mitch
ell. "We are delighted to
bring two full performanc
es to our community this
year. In order to accommo
date our growing audience
and community interest,
we have added a Saturday
evening performance. This
is something we have nev
er offered before and are

very excited to debut this
year,"
"I'm rejuvenated each
year as we explore this
magnificent music and
guide the talented forces,
including four outstanding
soloists into another deep
ly spiritual experience,"
Bauman said.
During his successful 24year tenure at the La Porte
County Symphony, he was
credited with significantly
raising the orchestra's ar
tistic level and spearhead
ing a resurgence in the
educational programming.
Bauman is also the orches
tra manager for the North
west Indiana Symphony.
"I'm looking forward to
reconnecting with many of
the area musicians, chorus
members and fantastic so
loists in the musical jour
ney of tK'e~Messiah's life,"
Bauman said.
Soloists
this
year
will include
the
return
of soprano
Kim Jones,
mezzo-sopra
GORNSTEIN no Kristen
Gornstein
and tenor
Matthew
Daniel, and
will include
the debut of
Bill McMurray as bass/
baritone.
All singers
are experi
enced profes
sional Mes
siah soloists
who have
performed
throughout
the United
States, Can
ada and Eu
rope.
<
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Kimberly Eileen
Jones is a
native Chicagoan, born
JONES
on the lower
South Side
around Sox Park. At a
young age, she began piano
lessons and eventually re
ceived piano scholarships
while taking lessons at
Roosevelt University. At
Westminster Choir college
she performed in places
such as Carnegie Hall,
Avery Fisher Hall, Phila
delphia Academy of Music
and the Spoleto Festival
(in Charleston, South Car
olina, and Spoleto, Italy),
working with such conduc
tors as Riccardo Muti and
Leonard Bernstein.
After finishing college,
she waited a year be
fore auditioning for the
Lyric Opera Chorus, and
did not make the cut. Six
months later her mom
told her about the Ryan
Opera Center auditions
(the young artist program
at Lyric Opera of Chicago)
and rejoiced when she was
accepted into a prestigious
program that singers all
over the country audi
tioned for.

Bassists Don Parker and Catherine Zeibarth perform with the
Messiah Orchestra at First Presbyterian Church in Michigan City
in 2018.

Praised as "a fine ac
tress with a deep, spacious
sound" [Parterre], Ameri
can mezzo-soprano Kristin
Gornstein brings her "richvoiced mezzo-soprano" and
"lines of an uncannily silky
legato" [New York Times] to
her work, ranging from the
traditional to the edgy and
imaginative. She was laud
ed for her recent portrayal
of Ramiro in Mozart's La
finta giardiniera in a coproduction by On Site Op
era and Atlanta Opera, a
role she reprised in 2018
at Caramoor. The 2017/18
season also brought de
buts with The Prototype
Festival (Aquanetta), and
the Little Opera Theatre
of New York as Piramo in
Johan Hasse's baroque gem
Piramo e Tisbe.
Gornstein made her
Carnegie Hall debut in the
Spring of 2018, winning
third place in the interna
tional Lyndon Woodside
Oratorio Competition.
Matthew Daniel, tenor,
is in his 12th season with
the Lyric Opera of Chica
go's chorus. As a soloist, he
has performed many opera
roles, some of which include
Pinkerton in Madama But
terfly, Rodolfo in La Boheme, Hoffmann in Tales
of Hoffmann, Nemorino in
L'Elisir d'amore, The Duke
in Rigoletto, Turiddu in Cavalleria Rusticana, Eisenstein in Die Fledermaus,
Canio in I Pagliacci, King
Kaspar in Amahl and the
Night Visitors with David
Aiken tours. Opera compa
nies
Daniel is known in the
Michiana area as a solo
ist, voice teacher, and with
his work with the Tenors
Three. He is a frequent per
former in many Michiana
venues. Matthew is really
happy to be singing in his
14th Messiah at First Pres
byterian Church in Michi
gan City.
With more than 40 oper

atic roles to his credit, bari
tone Bill McMurray has
been described as "a bari
tone with warm, rich tones
and superb stage presence"
by the Durham Herald
Sun. Such roles include
"Figaro" in II baribiere di
Sivigila, "Count Almaviva"
in Le nozze di Figaro and
"Escamillo" in Carmen.
Walter Marini of the New
Buffalo Times is quoted
as saying his portrayal of
"Marcello" in Puccini's La
Boheme is "a powerful ac
tor who brings great el
egance to the role. His sing
ing is as fine as anything
being heard in major opera
houses today." Recent en
gagements include his first
major Russian role as "Ibn
Hakia" in Tchaikovsky's
opera Iolanta with Chicago
Opera Theater. He debuted
with the Illinois Philhar
monic as the bass soloist
in Handel's Messiah, then
returned to Chicago Opera
Theater this past winter
for the Midwest premiere
of Stefan Weisman's opera
The Scarlet Ibis. He con
cluded his 2018-19 solo
season with the symphony
orchestra at the University
of Chicago as the baritone
soloist in Michael Tippett's
oratorio A Child of Our
Time, conducted by Barba
ra Schubert.
Previous engagements
include his first "Germont"
in Verdi's La Traviata with
Harbor County Opera in
Three Oaks, Michigan. Ad
ditionally, in 2018 he sang
the role of "Mr Greatorex"
with Chicago Opera The
ater in the world premiere
opera Elizabeth Cree, then
returned to Summer Gar
den Opera in Virginia to
reprise his signature role
of "Figaro" in II Barbiere di
Siviglia.
For further information
or to make ticket reserva
tions, call the church office t^
at 219-879-4501 or visit ^
www.MCMessiah.com.

